Pediatric surgery - a changing field: national trends in pediatric surgical practice.
Over the last decade, our institution has experienced a relative increase in the number of mundane cases, such as appendectomy and incision and drainage of abscess, versus index (complex) cases. We sought to determine if this trend is present at the national level. A retrospective review of surgical case volume at 36 freestanding children's hospitals was performed between January 2004 and December 2013 using the Pediatric Health Information System (PHIS) database. Procedures were classified as "mundane" or "index", and 10 procedures of each type were selected for analysis. Results were reported as a percentage of total cases. Statistical analysis of linear trends was performed with the Mann-Kendall test. Overall, index procedures had a significant downward trend (p<0.01), whereas mundane procedures had a significant upward trend (p<0.01). Individually, 5 mundane procedures had significant upward trends, and 3 had downward trends. Five index procedures had significant downward trends, and none had an upward trend. The field of pediatric surgery is undergoing change with mundane procedures constituting an increasing proportion of the surgical caseload, while complex procedures are proportionately decreasing. These trends may be useful to inform decisions regarding future pediatric surgery workforce planning.